
The Raymond Cruz Memorial Gift of Song College Audition Scholarship 
Application Form 

 
 

The Raymond Cruz Gift of Song College Audition Scholarship assists BIPOC students in their 
pursuit of a college degree in the performing arts (i.e. Theatre, Musical Theatre, Dance, Acting). 
Our program aims to assist students of color who do not currently have the resources to prepare 
and pay for the complex process of auditioning for collegiate level performing arts programs.   
 
To apply, candidates should take the following steps: 
 
1. From the list below, select the areas where you seek assistance in your college journey  
2. Complete the form below 

3. Create a self-tape that includes: 

For theatre/acting majors:  one 60-second monologue from any play  

For musical theatre majors: one 60-second monologue from any play and one 60-
second song from any genre of musical theatre.  

For dance majors: one 60-second dance combination from any genre 

Self-tapes should be recorded in landscape.  Songs and monologues should be recorded     
from the waist up with clarity of face and expression.  File formats for the recordings should 
be .mp4 or .mov, or a social media link may be submitted. 

4. Write a short essay (300 words or less) about why you want to pursue performing arts in 
college and as a career, and why this scholarship could help you achieve this. 

5. Email the completed form, your essay, financial documents and self-tape files, (or YouTube 
link) to thegiftofsongus@gmail.com. Please also include a recent picture or headshot.  
 
ALL INFORMATION SUBMITTED WILL BE KEPT STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL  
 
 
What can we help you with to ensure a successful college application journey? Please select (√) 
the areas where you may have a need…and selecting ALL of them is perfectly fine! 
 

  
College application fees/prescreen fees   

Coaching services; i.e. mock/practice auditions, 
reviewing audition material for suitability, school 
selection, etc) 

  
College program research; creating your "list" 
of schools; applying for financial aid 

  
Help with audition deadlines, timeline and 
schedule management 

  
Audition material counseling (choosing your 
audition songs, monologues, dance choreo) 

  
Purchase of piano accompaniment tracks and 
sheet music 

  
Headshots session and printing   

College Audition Workshop: complete overview of 
the process, college/material selection, mock 
auditions 

  

Technology (for prescreens and virtual 
auditions); i.e. ring light, internet, speakers, 
recording devices 

  
Travel expenses related to auditions and/or 
college visits; airfare or other transportation, 
lodging, meals 

  Training; Acting and monologue selection   Training; Vocal and "acting the song" 

  Training; Dance and choreo   Audition apparel; i.e; outfits, dance shoes 

  Resume preparation   Applying for/understanding financial aid 

  Other, please specify:     
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Contact Info: 
 

 
Student’s Name:________________________________________________________  
Email:________________________________________________________________  
Mobile Phone:________________________Home Phone:______________________  
Address 
(Street/City/State/Zip):_______________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Parent or Guardian Name(s):_____________________________________________  
Email:_________________________________________________________________  
Mobile Phone:________________________Home Phone:______________________  
Address: 
(Street/City/State/Zip):_______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________  
 
 
 
Please list two references:  
Name:________________________________________________________________  
Relationship to applicant: (i.e. teacher, employer, etc):___________________________ 
Email:_________________________________________________________________  
Phone#:_______________________________________________________________  
Name:________________________________________________________________  
Relationship to applicant: (i.e. teacher, employer, etc):___________________________  
Email:_________________________________________________________________  
Phone:__________________________________________________________  
 
 
 

Theatre background and experience: 
 
 
Briefly list your theatre experience:  
1. Musical theatre productions or plays you’ve done since middle school (list name of 
production, name of theatre company or school and the role you played; or, attach a 
resume if you have one):  
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________  
 
 
2. List any training you’ve had, (i.e. voice lessons, dance lessons, acting classes, etc. List 
who you’ve worked with and where)  
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
3. List any other relevant experience you’d like us to know about.  
 
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________ 
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What to expect after submitting your application:  
-The scholarship panel will review all applications. We may email you to schedule a phone 
call or zoom/facetime session for a brief interview to gain further insight on your goals and 
passion for pursuing a performing arts degree.  
-We will do our best to notify you of the decision and award details within 30 days of 
receiving your application, however if your need is an emergency or has a strict deadline, 
we can work within those parameters. 
-Details on the delivery method for the grant, award or resource will be determined and 
communicated to you when you are notified of the decision. 
 
 
What we ask of our scholarship winner and their family:  
Your success in this process is dependent upon good communication skills and continued 
passion to reach your college goals. Our primary focus is to provide the resources to make 
it happen! If selected to receive an award from the Raymond Cruz College Audition 
Scholarship, you agree to:  
-Provide timely responses to communication from us.  
-Work with your counselor in setting and keeping deadlines for tasks related to college 
auditions, training and preparation.  
-Keep receipts for authorized purchases related to college auditions and provide these 
receipts to us as needed for recordkeeping.  
-If applicable, come prepared to all training sessions, auditions and interviews related to the 
process, and represent The Gift of Song/Raymond Cruz scholarship fund with 
professionalism and decorum.  

 

Doing these things will greatly help you in your college journey and ultimately 

make the process easier on you and your family! 

If awarded a scholarship from The Gift of Song, I agree to these requirements as a 

recipient. 

Student Signature______________________________________________________ 

 

Thank you for applying!  Please call or email Sheila Whitlow at sheilawhitlow@comcast.net 
or 516-316-2126 with any questions or if you require any assistance in completing the 
application. 

 

mailto:sheilawhitlow@comcast.net

